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Board of Directors 
 

 

 
Susan Dendrinos, MSN RNC-MNN 
Master of Science in Nursing Administration, Madonna University 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Madonna University 

Henry Ford School of Nursing 

 
Current Position 

Director of Clinical Operations for Specialty Services  

Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital 

West Bloomfield, MI 

 

NCC Certification 

Maternal Newborn Nursing 

 

NCC Involvement 

This will be the first involvement with NCC. 

 

Candidate Statement 

I am seeking a position on the NCC Board of Directors representing MN nursing because the role provides an 

opportunity to impact the health and well-being of birthing women and their newborns through the promotion of 

expertise and professionalism among the nurses who care for them. My passion for safe and high quality birthing 

experiences for women has grown across the 30 years I have been caring for them. Along the way, I was fortunate 

to have wonderful mentors and leaders who supported my growth and learning and encouraged me to strive for 

excellence.  By earning my own certification in Maternal-Newborn Nursing in 2007, I have been recognized for my 

level of proficiency and it has afforded me many opportunities. My proudest accomplishment was to open a state-

of-the-art birthing center and special care nursery where I could ensure policies and processes would lead to 

exceptional birth experience for our patients.  I have also been active in AWHONN and held leadership positions 

both at the state and national levels. Within these roles I find myself coaching and mentoring many nurses from 

my hospital, community, and across the state.  I continue to promote certification in nursing specialties and 

participation in professional organizations.  As a member of the NCC Board of Directors, I will be able to utilize my 

knowledge and experiences to influence the direction of the organization and at the same time honor those who 

encouraged me and further influence nurses passionate about providing the best care they can to women and 

newborns. 

 

 



 
Darla Baker, MS, RNC-OB, CNM, NEA-BC 
M.S. Philadelphia University 

Midwifery Certificate, Institute of Midwifery, Women and Health at Philadelphia University 

B.S. Nursing, Indiana Wesleyan University 

A.S. Nursing, Kettering College of Medical Arts 

 
Current Position 

Clinical Nurse Manager 

Mother/Baby Unit and Precious Beginnings Home Care 

Kettering Health Network 

Kettering Medical Center 

Kettering Ohio 

 

NCC Certification 

Inpatient Obstetric Nursing 

 

NCC Involvement 

NCC Item Writer and Hosted an NCC Test site 

 

Candidate Statement 

It is a great honor to be nominated to serve on the Board of Directors for the National Certification Corporation.  

As a Registered Nurse, I have over 29 years of OB experience.  As a novice, I began as a staff nurse in at a Level 3 

Regional OB center.  My experience in a low risk in-hospital Birth Center, Labor and Delivery, and Perinatal 

Intensive Care provided an exceptional foundation.  Later, as a Certified Nurse Midwife, I had the opportunity for 

full-scope practice in obstetrics and women’s health.  Currently, I serve as Clinical Nurse Manager for the 

mother/baby unit in a Level 3 OB center.  I am certified in Inpatient Obstetric Nursing, and am scheduled to sit for 

the fetal monitoring certification exam.  I promote and encourage certification among my staff and have over 50% 

of my eligible staff having 1 or more certifications.  I have hosted as a test site for the NCC exams, and have served 

as an item reviewer for continuing education modules.  Additionally, I have been active in the Association of 

Women’s Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses by serving as a Chapter Coordinator for the past 10 years.  As 

such, I’ve been involved in planning our annual Ohio State Conference, as well as developing educational programs 

for the Dayton Ohio Chapter.  I have presented both poster and podium presentations at local, state, and national 

conferences.  Most importantly, I have a passion for life-long learning, professional certification, and for assisting 

others to reach their full potential.  It will be my pleasure to fulfill the responsibilities for service for the NCC Board 

of Directors! 



 
Jean Salera-Vieria, MS, PNS, APRN-CNS, RNC-OB, C-EFM 
Post-MS Certificate, PNS, University of Washington, Seattle, WA, 

MSN, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI 

BSN, Rhode Island College, Providence, RI 

BA in Social Work, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH 

 
Current Position 

Adjunct Faculty Rhode Island College 

Providence, RI 

 

Perinatal CNS/Advanced Nurse Clinician 

Kent Hospital 

Warwick, RI 

 

NCC Certification 

Inpatient Obstetric Nursing 

Electronic Fetal Monitoring 

 

NCC Involvement 

Presently a member of the Board of Directors and serves on the Policy Review Committee.  

Inpatient Obstetric Content Team 

 

Candidate Statement 

Thank you for the opportunity to apply to continue to hold a position on the NCC Board of Directors. Serving on 

the Board and contributing in the work of NCC is an honor. I am interested in continuing to serve on the NCC Board 

of Directors for many reasons.  One of which is how highly I value my own RNC-OB and C-EFM, and how important 

I think the RNC is to the patients we care for.  I am the consummate cheerleader for the RNC and NCC 

certifications, and continue to encourage other RNs to sit for a RNC exam or the C-EFM.  With my additional APRN 

education and licensure, I also bring the voice of the CNS to the table.  I welcome the opportunity to be at the 

table with so many talented and creative individuals as we work to advance certification and the practice of 

nursing. As a member of the Board of Directors, I will carry my passion for perinatal nursing, for the coaching of 

other nurses, and for providing the very safest care to our patients with me in any decisions that need to be made.  

Thank you to you, and to the current Board of Directors, for your consideration.  



 
Suzanne Staebler, DNP, APRN, NNP-BC, FAANP 
DNP, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX 

MSN, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, TX 

BSN, Baylor University, Waco, TX  

 
Current Position 

Associate Professor, Clinical Tract 

Specialty Program Coordinator 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner Program 

Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing at Emory University 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 

School of Medicine 

Atlanta, GA 

 

NCC Certification 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 

 

NCC Involvement 

Currently on the Board of Directors 

Currently President of NCC 

 

Candidate Statement 

Since 2009, I have served as the neonatal population foci practice representative in multiple Advanced Practice 

Registered Nurse (APRN) forums, such as the APRN Roundtable, APRN Credentialing Alliance and the LACE task force 

group. This experience has given me in-depth experience and understanding of the multi-faceted aspects impacting APRN 

practice in the United States.  I currently serve as the Georgia Nurses Association APRN Director and work with the 

national AARP Removing Barriers to Practice workgroup.  Through my faculty position at Emory, I have mentored our 

new Women’s Health NP specialty coordinator, allowing me to more fully understand the unique aspects of WHNP 

educational programs and role. 

The complexity of the issues facing educators, NP programs, students and providers are multi-faceted. In the past year 

as NCC president, I have had the opportunity to change my focus in these groups to certification and the complex 

processes revolving around it.  NCC is a leader among NP certification boards/organizations and we are ‘looked to’ for 

vision and innovation.  I believe my experience and professional network within the policy and regulation spheres 

provides me with a unique influence from which to continue leading NCC as president. 



Certified Nurse Representative to the Nominating Committee 

 
Tami Wallace, DNP, APRN, NNP-BC 
Clinical Quality Improvement Specialist 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 

Clinical Instructor 

 
Current Position 

Clinical Quality Improvement Specialist for the Tennessee Initiative for Perinatal Quality Care 

 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 

Monroe Carrell Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt 

Nashville, TN 

 

Clinical Instructor 

School of Nursing Vanderbilt 

 

Quality Improvement Specialist 

Division of Neonatology 

Vanderbilt  

 

NCC Certification 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 

 

NCC Involvement 

Active in AAP working on levels of care. Council member for NANNP and chair of the Committee to create Quality 

Metrics for NNPs.  No current involvement in NCC.  

 

Candidate Statement 

I am writing to express my interest in a position on the Nominations Committee for the National Certification 

Corporation.  I am a long term supporter of certification and its validation of nursing specialty knowledge.  

Certification has demonstrated benefits for patients, for employees and for the institutions which employ them.  

The process of recertification assures that nurses maintain their mastery and make continuous learning a life habit.    

It is important that the important charge of certification corporations be protected by a group of dedicated 

professionals with a wide range of not only clinical experience, but experience in education, quality and advocacy. 

I have been a long term advocate of maternal child nurses.  My experience as a neonatal nurse, a manager of a 

labor and delivery unit, and my role as a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner (NNP) give me a unique understanding of the 

range of skills and knowledge needed to care for mothers and their infants.  In addition to my clinical experience, I 

have accepted roles in professional organizations that have continued to widen my areas of experience.  I am 

currently a member of the Council of Neonatal Nurse Practitioners, a part of the National Association of Neonatal 

Nurses (NANN).  In that role, I chair a task force for the creation of quality metrics for the NNP and I work on the 

recruitment and retention task force.  I also volunteer for the American Academy of Pediatrics and work on a 

taskforce attempting to assure risk appropriate care for every newborn.  I believe these connections, experiences, 

and skills make be uniquely qualified for your Nominations Committee. I thank you for your consideration! 


