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Injuries at Birth 

 

Content Outline 

 

1. Introduction  

 A. Skull fractures  

  1. Linear skull fracture 

  2. Depressed skull fracture 

 

2. Extracranial Injuries 

 A. Caput succedaneum 

 B. Cephalohematoma 

 C. Subgaleal hemorrhage  

 

3. Intracranial Hemorrhage 

 A. Epidural hemorrhage 

 B. Subdural hemorrhage 

 C. Primary subarachnoid hemorrhage 

 

4. Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) 

 A. Risks for SCI 

 B. Presentation  

 C. Diagnosis and management  

 

5. Peripheral Nerve Injuries 

 A. Brachial plexus 

 B. Phrenic/diaphragmatic paralysis 

 C. Facial paralysis 

 D. Radial nerve 
 

Reading Material Resources  

 

NI29116: Injuries at Birth by Amber Monroe, DNP, APRN, NNP-BC, 

C-ELBW and Sarah King, MMS, PA-C is based on the resource listed 

below. A copy of the resource is included with the module. 

Handbook of Neonatal Neurology, Bissinger, et al., The National 

Certification Corporation (NCC), 2024, Chapter 16, 319-332 
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Objectives 

 

 Review linear and depressed 

skull fractures in a neonate, 

their causes, and management 

 

 Describe causes of extracranial 

injuries and their presentations 

in a neonate 

 

 Identify common causes for 

intracranial hemorrhage in a 

neonate 

 

 Understand spinal cord injury 

risk factors in neonates and the 

presentation  

 

 Differentiate the presentation 

between brachial plexus, 

phrenic, facial, and radial nerve 

injuries  


