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Legislation and the Law-How They Can 

Affect Health Care 

 

 

Content Outline 

 

1. Supreme Court Cases Affecting Reproductive Health 

 A. Buck v. Bell 

 B. Skinner v. Oklahoma 

 C. Griswold v. Connecticut 

 D. Eisenstadt v. Baird 

 E. Roe v. Wade 

 F. Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 

 

2. Constitutional Considerations for Judicial Action 

 A. Substantive due process 

 B. Privacy 

 C. Precedence 

 D. Ordered liberty 

 

3. Consequences of the Dobbs Decision 

 A. Trigger laws 

 B. Limitations on abortions 

 C. Legal liability for medical providers 

 

4. Policy Determination 

 A. Public 

 B. Private sector 

 C. Government and nongovernmental organizations 

 

5. Regulation 

 A. State boards of nursing 

 B. National Council of State Boards of Nursing 

 

5. Strategies on How Nurses Can Effect Change in Public and Private 

 Sector Policy 

 A. Individual actions 

 B. Changes in education  
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Objectives 

 

 Describe Supreme Court cases 

affecting reproductive health 

 Understand the constitutional 

basis for judicial action 

 Outline consequences of the 

Dobbs case in overturning Roe v. 

Wade 

 Discuss how governmental laws 

and regulation affect nurse 

practice 

 Compare and contrast public 

policy and private policy and 

their purpose  

 Identify ways in which promotion 

of nurse as leaders can be 

achieved individually and 

through the education system 
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Reading Material Resources 

 

Module WB2538: Legislation and the Law-How They Can Affect 

Health Care is based on the resources listed below. A copy of each 

resource is included with the module. 

 

Abortion and Reproductive Freedom: Constitutional and Practical Issues, 

Smith, Steven, Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology, Wolters Kluwer Health, 

Inc., Volume 66 Number 2, 312-322 

Future Perspectives on Nursing Policy, Technology, Education and 

Practice, Nethers, et al., Nursing Clinics of North America, Elsevier, 57 

(2022), 627-638 


