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Content Outline 

 

1. Aspects of Congenital Syphilis Important for Nurse Practitioners 

 1.1 Epidemiology 

 1.2 Risk factors and barriers to care 

 1.3 Facilitators of care 

 1.4 Point-of-care testing 

 1.5 Clinical presentation, management, screening, and  

  prevention of congenital syphilis 

 

 

2. Examining the Case-Fatality Rate (CFR) of Congenital Syphilis 

 2.1 Objectives, study design, and methods for CFR  

  comparisons 

 2.2 Results of study and discussion 

 2.3 Conclusions and public health implications 

 

 

3. Missed Opportunities for Preventing Congenital Syphilis (United 

 States 2022) 

 3.1 Methods used to identify and classify possible missed 

  prevention opportunities  

 3.2 Description of six framework categories for assignment of 

  congenital syphilis cases 

 3.3 Results and specifics of missed congenital syphilis  

  prevention opportunities 

 3.4 Suggested strategies, confounding factors, and study  

  limitations  

 3.5 Implications for public health practice  
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Objectives 

 

 Outline ways that nurse 

practitioners can help during 

pregnancy to prevent congenital 

syphilis through recognition of 

risks, clinical presentation, 

knowledge of treatment 

approaches, and awareness of 

the barriers and facilitators to 

accessing care 

 Summarize the results and 

conclusions of the study 

presented documenting the 

case-fatality rate (CFR) of 

congenital syphilis based on a 

battery of clinical, laboratory, 

and radiographic criteria to 

diagnose congenital syphilis 

compared to the CFR based on 

CDC surveillance case definition 

of congenital syphilis 

 Identify the potential missed 

opportunities for prevention of 

congenital syphilis primarily 

related to timeliness of testing 

and adequate treatment during 

pregnancy and describe 

strategies suggested to increase 

the likelihood of adequate 

diagnosis and treatment 
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Reading Material Resources 

 

Module WB2618: Rising Concerns About Congenital Syphilis is 

based on the resources listed below. A copy of the resources is included 

with the module. 

Congenital Syphilis-What Nurse Practitioners Need to Know, Chaki S and 

Hardy A, The Journal for Nurse Practitioners 19 (2023), Article 104768, 

1-5 

The Mortality of Congenital Syphilis, Wozniak PS et al., The Journal of 

Pediatrics, 263 (2023), Article 113650, 1-6 

Vital Signs: Missed Opportunities for Preventing Congenital Syphilis-

United States, 2022, McDonald R, O’Callaghan K, Torrone E, et al., in 

MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2023; 72:1269-1274 


