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Human Trafficking-Recognition & 

Response in Healthcare Settings 

 

 

Content Outline 

 

 

1. Recognition and Response to Human Trafficking 

 1.1. Definition of human trafficking 

 1.2 Epidemiology including prevalence, typologies, risk 

 factors, and associated health problems 

 1.3 Human trafficking assessment using a trauma-informed 

 framework 

  1.3.1 Potential indicators of human trafficking 

  1.3.2 Use of screening versus assessment 

 1.4 Conducting the assessment employing nonverbal 

 communication, spatial empathy, and empathic listening 

 1.5 Conducting a trafficking inquiry based on addressing 

 patient safety issues 

 1.6 Response to human trafficking 

  1.6.1 As a non-disclosure 

  1.6.2 As a disclosure potentially requiring mandatory 

  reporting  

 1.7 Approaches to law enforcement (LE) involvement  

 1.8 Social assessment and supportive approaches to 

 unresolved security concerns   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Material Resources 

 

Module WB2809: Human Trafficking-Recognition & Response in 

Healthcare Settings is based on the resource listed below. A copy of the 

resource is included with the module. 

Chapter 76 Recognition and Response to Human Trafficking, Macias-

Konstantopoulos WL in Roberts and Hedges’ Clinical Procedures in 

Emergency Medicine and Acute Care, Eighth Edition, Elsevier, 2026, 

1579-1585 
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Objectives 

 Recall the definition of “human 

trafficking” and recognize the 

risk factors existing at the 

societal, community, 

interpersonal, and individual 

level 

 List the potential health 

problems and the indicators of 

control, abuse, neglect, or 

trauma as frequently seen in 

victims of trafficking 

 Describe the status and use of 

available screening tools and the 

essential elements of the 

recommended assessment 

process 

 Summarize the process and 

components to be included in 

each health care provider’s 

response to suspected or 

confirmed human trafficking 

events 


